
Dear Fellows: 

This is the kind of a day we wish you could be back at Muhlenberg. 
During the past week, in the personal letters I have written in reply 
to many of yours, I have been telling you how beautiful the campus is 
this spring. Today I think it has reached the peak. We have had 
several days of rain and everything is fresh and green and colorful. 

The pink and the white dogwoods are in blossom. The crab apple trees 
on the front campus add their own peculiar tint of rose. The lavendar 
and the white lilacs arc in blossom. Hundreds of flowers in myriad 
colors are blooming in the Memorial Garden that adjoins the President's 
home. 


It's the kind of a day that makes you feel as though the world 
wore starting all over again--and perhaps it will be soon, thanks to 
the job you fellows are doing. I suppose it's trite to say that it's 
the kind of a world you follows are fighting for, but we'll say it any- 
way--for we believe it is. Here's hoping that before too long you'll 
be able to really enjoy that world. You deserve it. This College long 
ago pledged to you that it would do everything in its power to help you 
make it and keep it what all of us want it to be. 

Unfortunately, there's no time for spring fever on the Muhlenberg 
campus--and from all we read in the papers there are no attacks of that 
annual disease where you fellows are keeping busy. Here the day-by-day 
life of the College moves on and there's precious little time for diver¬ 
sion. We're getting set for some spring events--an organ recital by Dr 
Frank Asper of the Mormon Temple next Tuesday night, the annual com¬ 
petitive exams for the eight presidential scholarships on April 27 and 
28, and a conference of Lutheran Church organists on May 5. Only other 
exciting news came the other day when the college truck caught fire 
while it was dumping loaves on the south side of Chew Street. 

In the Alumni Office wo're keeping busy trying to keep in touch 
with you fellows and trying to build the Alumni Fund. We thought you 
might be interested in knowing that up to this morning's mail 827 
alumni have given $6,038.75 to that fund that helps Muhlenberg carry on 
through another year. Our sights are set on $10,000 by July 1 and if 
Muhlenberg men continue responding the way they have during the past 
two months we'll reach it and set a new record for Muhlenberg. 

Only sport we can report on authoritatively is baseball. To date 
wo have ployed two games, losing both of them. We lost to the United 
States Naval Academy at Annapolis lost Saturday by the score of 21 to 1 
and to Lehigh in Bethlehem last night by a score of 5 to 4. And now we 
go on with the season which we'll report to you just as promptly as we 
can. The track team doesn't start hitting the cinder track (in competi¬ 
tion) until tomorrow when we hove a meet scheduled with Lafayette. 

Since we wrote to you last, the tennis schedule has been completed. We 
play Swarthmore in Allentown on May 5, Princeton at Princeton on May 16, 
Lehigh in Allentown on May 23, and Swarthmore and Lehigh on their home 
courts on May 26 and 30, respectively. 

During the past two weeks we have seen only one Muhlenberg man 
back from overseas. FRED WAVREK '34, who has been in the South Pacific 
for three years as a Red Cross field director, is home on a 30-day 
leave. He has seen plenty of action out there and was the first Red 
Cross man to go ashore at Leyte on D plus 1. Only trouble about his 
leave is that his wife is on duty with the Red Cross in India--and 
Calcutta is a long distance from Allentown. He hasn't seen her for 
three years, but is looking forward to a reunion in China before another 
three years pass. 

We're wishing you fellows who come home on leaves better luck than 
MAJOR FORREST MOYER '35 had. In our last letter we told you that he 
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landed in the Allentown hospital shortly after he came hack. Now the 
story can he told. In his childhood he was in too much of a hurry to 
have mumps so he used his loa.vc to catch up. Trouble was the mumps 
caught up with him and he had one of those added complications that 
sometimes crop up when fellows like Forrest get them. Sorry, Forrest, 
we just had to tell that one. His wife, a registered nurse, was his 
constant companion at the hospital and that, we hope, speeded the re¬ 
covery. 

We see by the papers that LIEUTENANT RAY MOATZ ’42 also has come 
home on leave from England where he was on duty os the co-pilot of a 
Fortress. He heard something new when he came t home—the lusty voice 
of his five-months old son, horn while Daddy was flying over German 
targets. Ray wears five oak leaf clusters on his Air Medal and also 
holds a Presidential Citation. 

Sometime ago we told you that PFC. EaRL RITTER *29 had been dis¬ 
charged from service in February because of a heart condition. Now we 
have to report that he died of a heart attack at his home in Pennsburg 
on April 6, ten minutes after the death of his mother. Earl, who had 
been a teacher at the Nazareth High, school and who was planning to 
resume his work there this Spring, had been in the Army 2-| years be¬ 
fore he received his honorable medical discharge. 

In the vital statistics column we can report that LT. BOB MIRTH 
'44, who was in the Marine unit on the campus, was engaged to Betty 
Spang of Allentown on April 14 and that LT. THOMAS G. JENKINS '44 was 
married to Delores Cunningham of Palmerton on December 30. Tom has 
just been graduated from the Dental School of Temple University. 

LT. FRANK PECHACEK '42 was wounded by shrapnel shortly after cross 
ing the Ludendorf bridge and is a patient in a hospital.in Paris. 

Word also has been received that Marine LT. BOB GARDNER, one of the 
V-12 boys, was wounded in action on Okinawa. 

Again we're indebted to the newspapers for the nows that CAPT. 
JERRY SILFIES '39, a dentist with the 103rd Division in France, is 
doing a yeoman's job helping Army doctors who occasionally are called 
to aid the stork. His knowledge of the German language makes him in¬ 
dispensable to the medicos whom he assists in these rather unusual 
assignments in the territory in which they are serving. 

And now to hit the mail bag which, as usual, is loaded: 

After a long pause we have heard from M/SGT. KARL LEHR '36 who is 
enjoying Paris in Spring. He and DON HAUSMAN '36 have been buddies 
since grammar school days and they managed to get together in Paris. 
Over there he also met FRANKIE BASCOM '34. What Lehr is itching for 
now is a game between the Muhlenberg basketball team of lost year and 
this year's team--and he'd like to see it played in the new sports 
building. We'll tip the Athletic Office to arrange such a game as a 
part of the Victory Reunion. And Hausman reports that he has sent us 
three German helmets and that he is making the most of his opportuni¬ 
ties in Paris--has attended 17 operas, 13 ballets, a series of Shake¬ 
spearean plays; has seen countless movies, very good vaudeville, the 
casino, the follies; and has heard concerts with leading soloists and 
orchestras. In addition to all that, his Army duties keep him busy. 
From France, Red Cross Field Director HENRY V. SCHEIRER '29 also checks 
in with a suggestion that some of the boys he knows look him up in 
Paris. 

In Germany CPL. CHARLIE KRAUSS '46 was one of the boys who helped 

bridge both the Rocr and the Rhine and tells us that the latter job was 

the easier. The 1170 foot bridge over the Rhine was completed in the 
record time of 16 hours, although the materials and men involved would 
have filled a 30-mile convoy. With the boys in Germany, LT.COL. LEE 
I5REALL '33 had escaped without a scratch up to his last report on 

March 19. PFC. ROY BUTTERWICK '46 is one of our regular correspondents 

from the German front. He's at a first aid station deep in Germany ar 
perhaps by this time may be in Berlin--here's hoping. When you read 
about the part "The Fighting 69th" is ploying in the war in Germany you 
can think of MAJOR HARRY UNDERWOOD '34, Army medic who is in there with 
that unit. 
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»You will note," says SGT. BUD BOSSICK ’43 in a letter from Ger¬ 
many, "that we left the land of the wooden shoes for the land of the 
wooden heads. We’ll drive our final nail into their weakest spot and 
end this mess in the near future. We have Jerry on the run and we’ll 
keep him there until final victory is ours." Bud says his days at Muh¬ 
lenberg were the happiest in his life. A letter from PFC._ BERNARD 
FRANK ’35 brings the news that as he moved into a German t'own he saw 
his classmate, HERB GORIN '35, whose outfit was just pulling out. Be 
also met his fellow Lehigh County barrister, HENRY SCKEIRER. You can 
take the word of CPL. KENNETH W. MILLER '47 that Germany is a great 
deal cleaner than France. And CPL. LAMAR FESIG '46 is another of the 
boys in Germany v/ho can't understand why the German people are letting 
their country bo ruined when they know they are licked. 

"Sometimes when I'm flying at night and am miles from my carrier,’ 
writes LT.(jg) JaCK SLAINE '43 "I wonder what I am doing when just a 
few years ago I was studying to be a. sky pilot in a different realm." 
Since we're on the subject of pilots, we just had a note from an 
Eighth Air Force Bomber Station in England that LT. JOHN W. GROSS '44, 
Fortress pilot who has been crashing these letters regularly, has re¬ 
ceived the third oak leaf cluster for his Air Medal. 

The heaviest mail these days is coming from various points in the 
Pacific. Somewhere out there (wo suspect it's Australia) Sl/c JOE 
SHANOSKY »43 writes that it's good to remember the days he spent at 
Muhlenberg. CPL. JOE FRIEDMAN '33 wrote from a San Francisco APO ad¬ 
dress to give us a new address for his Coast Artillery unit. On an 
island made famous by the Marines--it wasn't Iwo--CAPT. ROBERT ALBEE 
'42 and LT. ROGER JAMIESON '42 had the chance to bat the breeze about 
Muhlenberg. Albee assures us that the war in the Pacific is beginning 
to take on the effect of a f\ill scale war instead of a side issue and 
that's plenty good news for Marines who have been out there for a long 
time and who are looking for the end and home, CHAPLAIN ELWOOD SCHWENK 
'17 (Johnny's father) has been assigned to the 9th General hospital 
which has a San Francisco APO address. 

Before Marine PFC. PAUL SNYDER '45 shipped out for the Marianas, 
he met LT. RALPH DAWSON, former officer-in-charge of the Marine unit 
in the local V-12 program, now a transport pilot. That reminds us of 
a recent letter from Dawson's successor, CAPT. MICHAEL SCELSI, v/ho 
never gets a moment to put his feet on his field desk at his Pacific 
Island base. Mike says that on the strength of his experience watch¬ 
ing steam shovels he has been made engineering construction officer of 
his outfit. He has volunteered for the job of building the new Sports 
Building on the Muhlenberg campus after the war. Another of the former 
Muhlenberg Marine staff now out in the South Pacific is S/SGT. FRANCIS 
HOWELLS who has a million and one things to do in a day--from driving 
trucks to operating bull dozers and pulling generals' cars ou*t of the 
mud. Out there somewhere, LT. i-RT FIERRO '44 is planning to continue 
his education in graduate school when he lays aside the Marine green. 

While Muhlenberg was playing in Madison Square Garden, the team 
at SP(G)2/c DON WOODWORTH'S base in the Pacific won the island cham¬ 
pionship. LT. CHaRLES KSCHINKA '40 was with the Marines on Iwo Jima. 

He received his Marino Corps commission in June 1943 after serving as 
a yeoman in the Navy for six months. Down on Iwo CAPT. CARL PROEHL 
'39 managed to gain six pounds before he returned to his home base. 
PhM3/c MYRON KABO '42 is still moving around in the Pacific. Sl/c 
GEORGE LEWIS '47 reports he is working hard on his LST that is on duty 
with the Pacific Fleet. Out in the Pacific ENSIGN WAYNE KECK '44 had 
a surprise meeting with ENSIGN PAUL CANDALINO '43, on duty on a cruiser 
PhM3/c Richard Jacobs *46 is hard at work in one of those busy Navy 
hospitals serving the men fighting in Pacific areas. LT.(jg) WILMER 
CHESSMAN '42 checks in again with the news that he had the thrill of 
seeing the Marines raise the Stars and Stripes on Mount Siribachi and 
that he was around when the first B-29 made its emergency landing on 
the newly captured Iwo Jima airfield. Before shoving off for Iwo, he 
mot LT. JOHN ELLIOTT '43, apparently on the same mission. Cressman's 
nose is out of joint because v/e failed to note a Navy release in which 
his ship was given credit for bringing down a Jap torpedo bomber. 

From Hawaii comos word that LT. WALTER FELLER '44 is sitting in 
the sun and growing brown and frt--he says so himself. A letter from 
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CAPT. HUBERT MEYERS '36, wit? the Dental Corps in the Pacific, trough" 
with it several coins from the Palo Seco Leper colony where Hubert was 
working for a week or two. He'd like to meet any Muhlenberg men pass¬ 
ing through the Canal Zone and suggests they contact him at either tho 
Gorges or the Colon hospital. A personally conducted sight-seeing 
tour is guaranteed, TUGS BECKER ’43, still waiting for the rotation 
system to catch up with him in India, says he and Bob Haldeman *44, 
now in the Pacific, definitely are planning to play football for Muh¬ 
lenberg as soon as the war ends, Tuss says he’ll open the holes and 
let Bob crash through with the pigskin. Out in the Phillippines, 
WILMER L. BEHRINGER ’30, serving with a motor torpedo squadron, re¬ 
ceived word that he became the father of a daughter. Before he shoved 
off for his present base he met LT. SaM SBIMER ’33 in San Francisco. 
SGT. WALTER STCLZ ’43 was mighty glad to get to the Philippines after 
the New Guinea grind. It was great to be able to dance with girls 
once again and to enjoy a few parties, he writes. 

ENSIGN JIMMY WILDER ’45 and LT. LLOYD GRONER *45 have just dropp¬ 
ed in onroute to new assignments. Wilder is going to the Pacific to 
be assigned to the fighter control st^ff of a carrier and Groner is on 
his way to Sheppard Field, Texas for overseas assignment. 

Cj.PT. CARL W. BOYER ’23--Doc to Muhlenberg men--is keeping more 
than busy as assistant director of training at the Convalescent hospi¬ 
tal at Camp Pickett, Va. From Camp Rill, Pa. comes word from LT.(jg) 
ALEX BUSBY ’42 that he expects a Fleet Post Office address before too 
long. .i/S CL/JRENCE TROXELL ’44 stayed in the other Saturday night (up 
at Yale) to do a lengthy hydraulics report and to give us the informa¬ 
tion that former V-12 men, VERN WILSON and FRANK MORGAN, have been 
commissioned and gone to see--Wilson on a landing cr^ft .and Morgan on 
a carrier. GENE HOHENSTEIN, who was with the same group, is being 
given a. physical discharge, following a serious operation. 


And here’s some of the other domestic mail from: CPL. BOB KRIMMEL 
'44, out in Utah and waiting to go over; LT, BOB SHORT ’39 at Elling¬ 
ton Field, Texas; MDS. FPaNK YOST ’40 in the Navy Supply School at 
Harvard; LT.(jg) ED BEEIviER ’35 awaiting bis ship at New Orleans; HAl/c 
IRA WEISMaNN '47, busy with Luzon and Iwo Jima casualties in the Naval 
hospital at Bainbridge; MAJOR FRED SfiEONENBERG '39 at Courtland, Ala.; 
Bill Palmer, former V-12 man who is in the Navy hospital at Chelsea, 
Mass, preparatory to getting a physical discharge from the Navy; 

MARTIN PELS ’42, busy in his lab at tho Bainbridge hospital; and PFC. 
BRUCE BAUMAN ’42, whose jingles and attempts at humor from Camp Pendle¬ 
ton, Calif, are enough to make our hair turn prematurely gray. 


But hero go the promotions: MASTER SERGEANT KARL LEHR ’36; MAJOR 
GEORGE HEINTZELMAN '33; SECOND LIEUTENANT ARTHUR MURTAGH '44; T/5 CARL 
SHIPSTON '43; CAPTAIN ROBERT E. aLBEE ’42; CORPORAL DONALD HAUSMAN '36; 
SECOND LIEUTENANT CiilL STUYVESaNT ’44; CORPORaL PHILIP F. HOFFMAN »40; 
ENSIGN WILFRED WISE '45; LIEUTENANT RICHARD GOTTLIEB ’41 SEAMAN FIRST 


CLASS GEORGE LEWIS ’47; STAFF SERGE. NT PAUL 
BURKE '44; T/5 WILLIAM L. RIZOS ’46; SEAMAN 
’45; PRIVATE FIRST CLASS BERNARD FRANK '35; 

COYNE '37; PRIVATE FIRST CLaSS ROBERT ADAMS 
SAMUELS '41; CORPORAL ELTON VJ. SAMUELS ’46; 

'38; SERGEANT BERNARD W. GRAGER ’43; CORPORAL WILLIAM GRIFFIN 
ENSIGN F.aPOLD MCCULLOUGH ’44; ENSIGN ROBERT WaUGH '44; ENSIGN 


’43; ENSIGN JOHN FITZGSREL '44; 


ENSIGN 


HAZELTON '45; ENSIGN TH0MA7 
FIRST CLASS PHILIP PETERS 
SECO® LIEUTENANT MARTIN 
'40; STAFF SERGEANT FORRES' 
LIEUTENANT CARROLL HUDDERS 

’37; 

JAMES F'O 

, , _ ROBERT GUILFOYLE '44; ENSIGN 

ROBERT NIJCCIO '44; RT2/c ROY WERTZ '31; SERGEANT TRaCY STORCH ’45; 
SERGEANT JOHN REAGEN ’46; CORPORAL KENNETH MILLER '47; PRIVATE FIRST 
CLASS HENRY LOGAN '31; LIEUTENANT CHARLES EISENEART ’33; LIEUTENANT 
THOMaS JENKINS ’44; LIEUTENANT ROBERT WESSNER ’43; LIEUTENANT WILLARD 
C2RMAN '44; and SECO® LIEUTENANT ROBERT MIRTH '44; PRIVATE FIRST CLAS 
ALEXANDER ANDREJESKE <46; LIEUTENANT JAMES E, MAJOR '44; LIEUTENANT 
ROGER J..MIESON ’42; LIEU TEN.. NT JOHN ELLIOTT ’43; LIEUTENANT ( iff) ELLIS 
JOHNSON '43; LIEUTENANT ARTHUR HILL ’43; LIEUTENANT PETER GOPGONE ’43; 
and LIEUTENANT CaRL PADOVi.NO '43. ’ 


xhat will have to be all for this trip. It has been good hen 
trom all of you and I can assure you that we look forward to your 
letters. Keep them rolling and we'll keep them rolling out to you 

Sincerely, 

a. 


ring 



[ordon B. Fister 
r the Alumni Office 


